																					     						
																						
	
MINUTES
REGULAR BOARD MEETING – JULY 14, 2026  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
YAKIMA-TIETON IRRIGATION DISTRICT



The Board meeting was called to order by President Smith at approximately at 12:05 p.m. Present were Directors Andy Judd, Jason Bolin, Chuck Turner, Dan Keller (via zoom), Secretary-Manager Travis Okelberry, H.R. Safety Program Manager Mandy Burkett, Assistant Manager Brian Boyd, Administrative Assistant Laurie Beth Hood, Todd Hunziker and Brittany Huges of Jacobs.  Norman Semanko of Parsons Behle & Latimer attended via zoom. 

There were six visitors: Chris Paganelli and Mike Van Pelt of Kershaw Fruit, Dan Fuller, Ryan Terrell, Nick Perry, three water users and Julia Long.  Nick Perry attended the meeting to discuss any issues with his Permanent Water Transfer requests that were being reviewed by the Board that day.  Ryan Terrell attended to discuss the possible re-classification of a piece property within the district that is currently classed as non-irrigable, and the other visitors attended to get up to date with the canal replacement/rehabilitation project.  

	A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to approve the following consent items:
	
a. [bookmark: _Hlk163655345]Approve July 14, 2026, Board Meeting Agenda
b. Review/Approve June 5, 2026, Special Board Meeting Minutes
c. Review/Approve June 11, 2026, Regular Board Meeting Minutes
d. Payroll for June 2026 - $145,333.47

Board Organization:

    a.  Director Dan Keller was recognized for his dedicated service to the Yakima Tieton Irrigation District. (from November 5, 2009, through July 14, 2026). 

    b.  A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to accept Director Keller’s resignation, effective July 14th, 2026.

    c.  Director Judd nominated Chuck Turner to fill the position of Vice President of the Board. A motion was made by Director Judd, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to elect Chuck Turner to the position of Vice President.

    d.  A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to provide formal notice of the of the Director vacancy to the Yakima County Board of Commissioners, in accordance with RCW 87.03.081.

	After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to table the decision until the August Board meeting on appointing a successor to Director Dan Keller now, or to wait until the next election cycle for the Board of 
Directors.  

A motion was made by Director Judd, seconded by Director Turner and passed, to approve the check register report for June 2026, in the amount of $270,186.23, including authorization of unpaid claims and ratification of previously authorized payments.  

At this time, the President addressed the visitors to ask if there were any items they wished to discuss with the Board. Ryan Terrell addressed the board to inquire about a non-irrigable and dry piece of property that his parents purchased and wanted to see if he could reclassify it as irrigable.  He was informed of the district requirement that states if the district reclassifies land and allows shares to be moved there, then the district is required to dry up land elsewhere in the district. Visitor Ryan Tyrrell left the meeting at approximately 12:30 pm. 

The manager reported on the budget: 
  
a. Power generation and investments will outpace projections. 
b. The Main canal line item will be overspent. Some of these line items for the Main canal will be further evaluated and split out to better reflect main canal maintenance vs. main canal repair items.
c.  2027 Budget discussions will begin with staff soon. 


A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to approve the following Water and Frost Unit Transfers:	
 
SHARES TRANSFER 		EXISTING SHARES		TRANSFERRED SHARES         RESULTING  SHARES


FROM:   161401-11009		17.22				-10.22				7.0	   
	 CLEMENS VIEW HOLDINGS, LLC

TO: 	 171406-22002 			49.54	                       		 +6.46				56.0
	171406-23001			33.3				+2.43				35.73
	161401-12007			33.26				+1.33				34.59
	TIETON ORCHARD LLC



FROM:   161536-44002		9.98				 -9.98				0.0	   
	 HARMONY ORCHARDS LLC

TO: 	 161401-11008 			10.75	                       		 +4.99				15.74
	161401-12007			33.26				+4.99				38.25
	TIETON ORCHARD LLC



FROM: 171310-24402			8.18				-8.18				0.00
	EAST MOUNTAIN INVESTMENTS

TO: 171310-21401			10.65				8.18				18.83
	RANDY ABHOLD



FROST UNIT TRANSFER 	        FROST UNITS	           TRANSFERRED FROST          RESULTING  FROST

FROM:  161401-11009			16				-16				0.0
               CLEMANS VIEW HOLDINGS, LLC

TO:       171406-22002			0				8				8.0
	171406-23001			0				8				8.0	
	TIETON ORCHARD LLC

	
	Visitor Nick Perry left the meeting at approximately 12:45. 

The Manager reported on the Hazard Mitigation plan.  It is still in the review process with the State.  

A motion was made by Director Bolin, seconded by Director Turner and passed, to approve Resolution 2026-3: “Continuing the emergency declaration and authorizing ongoing emergency response, emergency procurement, emergency contracting and emergency protective measures for the Rimrock Retreat wildfire and December 2025 Atmospheric River storm damage, affecting the district’s main canal infrastructure”. 

A motion was made by Director Judd, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to table the discussion on Resolution 2026-4, to approve cattle grazing lease, pursuant to RCW 87.03.136, until the Executive Session. 

A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to approve Resolution 2026-5: “Ratifying the District Manager’s authorization of Task Order No. 2 (Pilot Project), under the master services agreement with Jacobs engineering, approving payment for services performed, and suspending further work pending future board direction”. 

A motion was made by Director Bolin, seconded by Director Judd and passed, to approve the Northwest Helicopters LLC service Agreement #NWH/YTID7-26.




The Manager gave an update on the CCWUA: The Manager notified the board that there is an ecology curtailment order from the Department of Ecology, requesting that YTID reduce flows to CCWUA. YTID is unsure of any obligation it has to reduce the flow to CCWUA, as CCWUA is entitled to whatever water is in the creek. YTID is working with Ecology on who will manage this and how this will be managed going forward. 

The DTG follow up discussion was unnecessary because the Water user that requested the information did not attend the Board meeting. 

HR Safety Program update given by District Manager:

a. Manager Burkett reminded the Directors that OPMA certificates are still outstanding from Ron Smith, Chuck Turner and Jason Bolin. 
b. Assistant Treasurer recruitment is still ongoing. The job was reposted with modified job description, allowing for experience and skills in-lieu-of education. 
c. The crew has completed its safety and flagger training requirements for 2026.
d. Before filling the vacant Project Coordinator position, Management will evaluate the district’s long term organizational needs.

O & M Projects report: Brian Boyd:

a. YTID is currently running 290 CFS in the canal in anticipation of the hot weather forecast. 
b. The crew repaired the 30” valve in the hydro and it is running fine now. 
c.    The weeds are out of control around the canal and square flume. Uribes Tree service has cleared many trees, allowing the crews to access these areas for weed control. Also, Junior has been weed-eating the areas around at the headgates. 

	              The Manager report: Travis Okelberry

a. TWSA River ops: The Rimrock reservoir storage is at 93% of average and all storage is at 89.9% of average. Mild conditions and precipitation resulted in pro-rationing increase from 52% to 56%.  
b. Main Canal rehab and replacement project update: 
a. Funding: It was reiterated that YTID has been approved for $80 million through Reclamation (XM). 
b. EXM loan: The USBR response appears segmented and additionally, USBR staffing and design review costs will be included in the YTID XM agreement.
c. The 2nd TSC Trip Report should be provided to YTID soon. 
d. The 30-year treasury yield (XM) has increased to 5.1%, up from the original 4.72%. Financial consensus and some models project moderate increases from 5.3% to 5.5% percent later in 2026. 
e. A FEMA site visit will be this Thursday and Friday, July 16th and 17th.  
f. Next Steps:
i. Pilot project discussion: USBR indicating the steel liner project are unlikely to move forward this off-season due to competing reclamation priorities and limited staffing.
c. Public outreach/ election:  
a. Public outreach: The Board requested that the Manager begin outreach to the water users to bring them up to date what the district has been studying and the costs involved. Manager concerned, we do not have authority from USBR to construct a project and will need to complete the Value Planning (VP) and Value Engineering (VE) process to begin the Pilot project as well. The Manager also reported that he contacted a bond broker to inquire about a Financial Analysis and Debt Capacity Assessment. 
									
      
 Jacobs Engineering Report: Todd Hunziker

a. Task Order 21 update: (Retreat Fire Response) 

1. A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Judd and passed, to amend #4 of Task Order 21.
2. Jacobs is moving forward with repairs at the footings at MP 9.1.
3. Task Order 7 – Emergency Action Planning:  Jacobs is preparing several emergency contacts ahead of time, so that contractors will be able to mobilize immediately should a disaster strike the canal. 

b.  Task Order 1, Canal design 30% update – Amendment 2
1. A motion was made by Director Bolin, seconded by Director Turner and passed, to approve amendment 2 to Task order 1, which will allow Jacob’s to support the Manager with  grant funding and public outreach.   
 2. Jacobs has been de-scoping and de-funding some tasks, which will return approximately half a million to the district. 

A motion was made by Director Turner, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to approve the purchase of 20’ of pipe in the amount of $72,960.00. This pipe will be sectioned into 10’, 6’ and 4’ lengths and used to determine the size pipe that will most easily be maneuvered in the canal. 

The following visitors: Chris Paganelli, Mike Van Pelt, Dan Fuller and Julia Long all left the meeting at approximately 2:45 p.m. Brittany Huges and Todd Hunziker of Jacobs also let the meeting at approximately 2:45 p.m. 

At approximately 2:47 p.m., President Smith declared that the Board would go into Executive session in accordance with RCW 42.30.110 (i) and RCW 42.30.110 (iii), to discuss with legal counsel matters relating to agency enforcement actions, litigation, or potential litigation, and legal risks of proposed actions or current practices, when public knowledge regarding the discussion is likely to result in an adverse legal or financial consequence to the agency.  The duration of this executive session would be approximately 30 minutes and would be extended via public announcement, at 3:17 p.m.  At 3:17 p.m., the meeting was extended via public announcement, to 3:50 p.m.  (At 3:17 p.m., President Smith left the Executive Session and Vice-President Chuck Turner assumed the proceedings). At approximately 3:50 p.m., the meeting was extended, via public announcement, to 4:05 p.m.  At approximately 4:05 p.m., the executive session ended. 

[bookmark: 2._The_2025_draft_budget_is_underway,_an][bookmark: 8._Pacific_Power_is_still_working_to_res][bookmark: 9._Office_staff_salary_proposals_are_und][bookmark: 10._Sept._16th,_the_Manager_will_be_givi][bookmark: 11._Election_considerations_–Directors_D][bookmark: 12._The_Manager_has_been_collaborating_w][bookmark: 13._Management_will_be_meeting_with_loca]After the Executive Session, a motion was made by Director Judd, seconded by Director Bolin and passed, to proceed with publication of the statutory notice of the District’s intent to negotiate a cattle grazing lease pursuant to RCW 87.03.136, to incorporate the Board’s direction regarding the proposed lease terms and rental amount and to return the proposed lease agreement and resolution to the Board for formal consideration and action following completion  of the statutory notice requirements. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:05 p.m. by Vice President Turner.   


_____________________________________         ________________________________________________
RON SMITH, PRESIDENT 	                           TRAVIS OKELBERRY, SECRETARY-MANAGER


_____________________________________
    CHUCK TURNER, VICE PRESIDENT
